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EGACBF-CO - | 31 January 1969
SUBJECT: Operational Report of 589th Fngineer Battalion (Construction)
For Period Ending 31 January 1969, RCS CSFOR-65(R1)

14 SECTION' 1, OPERATIONS: Significant Activities

a, Organization: The organizational structure of the 589th Engineer .
Battalion iConsts during the rerort period is found at inclosure 1.

b, Comand and Steff Changeat

(1) The Battalion and four units of the battalion changed
command during this roporting period. On 13 November 1968 1LT Roger D,
Langford asswiod coruand of Headquartors company from 1LT Bruoco R,
Fornandez. LTC Al Sx Rosin assuimed comeand, on 15 Novenber, of the
Battalion from LTL Albert C, Costanzo, who was on onmergoncy loave,
Captain Thomas 0'Dea essunod comand of D Company on 21 Docembor, On 7

- Januery 1965 1 LT Anthony C. Muse Jr, “took ovor cawand of tho 51st

Enginoer Platoon (Asp) from 1LT Stoven Schilson, who moved to construction
officor of B Company, The comnd of the 513th Enginecr Company (Dump
Truck) was passed from 1LT David M. Swopo to Captain Forrest P. Hanson
on 28 January 1969, ’ '

(2) 1LT Kenneth P, Koppers was assigned as battalion ddjutant
on 4 November, 1LY Howard if, Bage was assigncd as CPO on 20 November
1968, On 22 Novombor 1968 Captain Forrost P, Hanson wee 2sgsignod as
assirtant S-3, 1LT Bruce R, Forandez asuunod the duties as S-4 officer
of the battalion on 1 Dooember 106®, On 12 December Captein Thonas
0'Dea assumed dutios of S-3 officor on M:.jor ishloy's departure, On 21
Deconbor 1968 Captain Josonh Feast Jr, asswied tho duties of battulion S-3,

c. Hondquartors and Hoadcunrters Company(HHC):

(1) The utilities soction of HHC wms ongazed in construction

throughout the revorting veriod, This construction significantly improved. '

the living conditions of the 58%th Engr Bn aroa. The construction .
projocts consistod of billets improvement, latrino and shover ropnirs,
noss hall repairs and tho oomstruction of protoctive bunkers throughout

. the HHC arova.

(2) This soction hes also svpplied Charlio cnd Delta companies

. with water purifioation wnits and personnel to effoctively oporate

thon, This ‘was accouplishod by sctting up wator points at cach company
and supplying then with the nccosaitios roquirod to produco purified

. vator, A total of 405,750 gallons wore produced for the two copanies,

(3) The nnin objective of tho utilities section during tho lnst

* month was to construct yrotoctivo bunkors throughout tho HHC aron and

to build two man fighting emplacenonts along tho porivetor, Construotion
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EGACBF-CO ) 31 Jamuary 1969 .. .. ..
SUBJECT: Operational Roport of 589th Engincor Battalion (Comstruction) = ° %
For Period Ending 31 January 1969, RCS CSFOR-65(R1) ot

. began during tho 1n3t week of the roporting period to build revotments
! : around nll billets, .

d. Con H

. . (1) Tho prinary nmission of Co A during thc roporting period
was to support the line conpanies with specialiszed oquimment and naintenance,
Tho Equipment Platoon supported the S-4 section with its six 10 ton :
- . : - tractor=trailors and throe 5 ton tractor-trailers throughout tho roporting
°C j poriods Their primary ndission wns to transport agquiprent and supplies
o from Cam Ranh Bay aron., It nlsc supportod "B" Coupany with its eight
B .5 ton rup trucks on a day-to-dny bnsis. The Eyuipnent Plotoon also
renvidod ppaedatised vqitdpoent for abher witbd sl orpaniantionn,

: (2) On 21 Novunbor 1968 the Ouar:y Soction reccived a 235 THH
Jaw Lock Crusher vhich consists of throc Roll Crushors, one Sorubbor

| and Vashor »nd onc Sand Dchydrator., The jaw crusher and one roll

© . ¢rusghor replnced the erdsting 75 TPH crusher shich is to be set up

- 4n Don Duong, RVN(location of Co D) to support paving operations. A

" 40 ton cranc with shovel front wna picked up on 12 January 1969 to

_ suppleront the cxisting 40 ton crane(w/o shovel front) and to support
tho 225 T.H loading operation, Tho 225 TFH prinmary and socondary crusher
_togan crushing basc course on 27 Jenuary 196S. The' product will be

" stockpiled for future usc on 0I=11 Vest, During the roporting poriod,

. extonsivo quarry dovelopnont tochnigquoes hnve beon inplomented with the
tochnical asgsistanco fron a represontative of CQuinten Engincors. A
bonch wns ecut 30 foot bolow the top lovol of the currry in ordor to
systemtically bring tho cuarry down to floor level. ilsc, a now houl
rond was cut intoc the guerry to pomdt two-way traffic to ~nd frou the
crushor honpor. During tho poriod of ovoration, 35,141 cubic yrds of

© 2W(a) baso courso wore vroducod.and 2,254 cuvic yuda of 13(=) concreto

_ rock woro preducals

{3) The company mn:nten noe suction recoived an averago of ten
work ordors per day during tho throo month yoriod. Approximately six .
por dy wore reccivod on onginoer ogquinmnont and tho rost wore ordn-nee
itens, The miintenance plutoon roccived a total of 345 work ordors from
1 Noveribor and has completed cction on ell but 35 to date, ‘ithin a
rolatively short period of time (Dcconmber-Jjanuary) a total of 27 ongincer
and ‘26 ovdnanco end itoms were turnod in by tho nmainten~noo platcon. '
This high roto of turn-in is due reinly to tho tough operational donand . ‘ o
inposcd upon the equipment., Fram 1 Novenber tc *) December 1968, 239
i Rodball 02 priority requests were recoived by t! e :mintenanco platoon
' supoly section., Of these, 88 were filled and 33 .aneelled, During tho
sono poriod, 1087 roquisitions of priority 05 were roceived, 536 wore
f211ed, and 7 vere cancollod,
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EGACBF-CO ~ 31 Jonunry 1669
SUBJECT: Operationnl Report of 580th Enginoer Bnttnlicn (Construction)
For Period Tnding 31 Jahvary 1969, RCS CSFOR-65(R1)

(4) Tho.mjor activities of tho 51st Engineer Flatoon (Asphalt)
have boon supplenienting "A" Conpany with § ton tractor-~trailers and § ton
dunp trucks, and poerforring maintonance on the asph~lt plant which will
bo requirod in the neoar future.

- (5) * Eneny nctivity on the night of 25 Jonuary 1569 resultod
in light dnanago to fivo pioces of oquipnent, One round of 60 mortar

armanition landed in tho coipany mnintenance section motor pool and light-

1y darcged one shop contnet truck, cne § ton tractor, one trailer nountod ;
welding rochine and twe 2% ton co.rgo trucks. All dannge consisted of ‘
frag entation holes in body sheet notal, tires, and windshields. Fivo

nere rounds fell in a field directly behind the rotor pool and cne foll

in the :nintenance platoon wotor pool causing no damngo. No casunlties

were austainad. :

/

0, _(_‘p* pony B

" (1) During tho pgst throo nonths B Company, 58Sth Engincer
Bettalion, stationed at Fhan Rang, Ropublic of Vietnan, was involvod in
throo largo construction projocts. These projects included: . road up-
groding and building of bridgos on a 14.4 mile strotch of QL-~11 between
Fhon Rang and the Tan My Bridse, coord BN 812788 to BN 618957, tho upgrade
of MACV freilities in Phu Quy Sub-secctor, and rozd maintenance on a 75.
mile stretch of Qf~1 fron coord BN 253412 to BN 893047. '

(2) The upgrnding of QL~11 has beon lurdorod to sone extent by
oquipmnt problens and inexpericnced personncl. For exnnplo, 2ll come
paction cquipnont was decdlined at one tine or another during the throo
nonth period, The 35 ton roller wr.s periodically deadlinod because of
the non-nvailability of tires, hitches, and bearings., The 13 whoel rel-
lor aréd shechsfoot roller wers nlso doadlined for be-ring nt onc tine. -

Exporienced persemnol in tho MOS's of 51H40 and 62N40 wero scarce, and

2 shortego of vnakillod personnel existed for tho first two ronths of
the reporting period,

(3) 'Tho work on OL-‘I‘I hos consisted of widoning, f£illing, dit-
_ching, cutting awny and clearing 10 acres of growth along the sices of
‘the road., Ono hundrod fifty noters of culvert wore used on throc(3) by- : :
‘paasos, 70,000-cu yds of £ill and 3,500 ocu yds of rock werc hauled and |
_conpactod, * Tho oarth 1oving plntoon during this throo nonth period was
.prinarily concornod with widening and bringing oxisting seguonts of QL-11
up to grade, Ono section in particul~r, coord BN 694672 to BN 722852 was

. widoned approximately 8 noters. This was an area of extreuely soft nate

erinl wvhich required large nnounts of blnst rock and rivor run rock for .

. atnhﬁimtion. i
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EGACBF-CO 31 January 1969
SUBJECT: Opcrationnl Report of 58Sth Engineer Battalion (Construction)
For Poriod Enling 31 Jonuary 1969, RCS CSFOLR-65(R1)

The opcration of the first platoon during tho reporting period, consiste
ed prinerily of the instellation of culverts, construction of hondwalls,
and tho congtruction of a concrote abutrment, steol stringor bridge. The
second platoon, while assenbling corrugnted steel culvert 36" and larger,
found it difficult to join tho sections becruse of distortion fron trns-
porting, This problen was solved by wra:ping o chain around tho scctions
and then, using a binder, pulled the sections together making quicker in-
stallation of the bolts. The operntion was further spceded by clanping
the sections together with vice grips, enabling the chain and binder to
be 1ove” to another scction. The rond wns graded from coord 735844 to
coord 723852, On bridge OL~11-16, 900 board foet of decking was replaced.

(4) The conpany hauled and graded 660 cu ydls of £ill in widen-
ing the shoulders of Highwry 408 fron coord BN 841831 to BN 842833, Fif-
ty cu yds of fill were uscd on the road surfaoce, which w~s then topped
with 160 cu yls of base course.

(5) Conpany B also worked on the upgrading of MACV Advisor Freili-
ties lecated at Phu Quy Sub-Soctor, Coord BN 742745, The work included the
building of an aduinistration building, ress hall, latrine, BOQ/BEQ, water
tower, breezewny, generator shelter, and a septic tank, The buildings were
fitted with mnsonite walls, plywood ceilings, gnlvanized tin roofs, screen
windows, eclectric wiring and lights, plumbing, insulation, and stripping.
The mess hall was provided with roon partitions, vents, counters, and one
(1) aiv—conditioner, The BOQMBEQ received two air conditioners.

(6) Contomront area projects included the instnllation of a gate
for the S-4 y-rd, dozer support for tho 513th Engr Co (DT) and Corpeny A
Third Echolon Maintenance Shop, Battalion Se4 yord fonce repair, painted
novio screon in Compeny arca, plocod 40 of 18" culvert in A Conpany area,
installed eight foot bridges, and constructed protectivo bunkors.

(7) The work on QL-1 consisted of ralking ernergency road repairs

and perforning Engincer tasks at MACV Cormpound, Song Mro, coord BN 282450,

. Road meintenarce consisted mainly of reshaping the shoulders where possible,
and filling pot holes, Tho work at MACV Conmpound, Tuy rhong, coord BN
533415, included tho grading of birddog airstrip, leveling o helicopter pad
and reshoping 2 very badly pitted roads, The work at MACV Compound, Song Mao,
.coneisted of leveling approxinately 3 acres of land for future Vietnanese
dependent hou:ing, robuilding 2 armo storage berms, building for a new storage
aren, lwproving nccess road to an APC unit, inmproved and made safe for travel
an accoss road to the central comrmnity water source,

—_—— 00O ©o oo o - ——
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EGACBF-CO . . 31 January 1969 , )
SUBJECT: Operationnl Report of 589th Engincer Battalion (Construction) -
For Period Ending 31 January 1969, RCS CSFCR«65(R1)

" (8) The conpany was also involved in a Civic Action task to haul
6000 oubic yards of £ill for the repair of an irrigation canal near Phan
Rang, A total of 1842 cubic ynrds were hauled when the project was halted
by eneny destruotion of a bridge on the access route,

(1) During the period fron 1 November 1969 thru 31 January 1969,
Co C, 589th Engr Bn (Const) wns engnged in the upgrading of QI-11 fron
coordinntes BN 619957 to BN 599992, providing continuous rmintonnnee of
Route QL-11 fron coordinates BN 619957 to BP 453084 (32 kiloneters of
roadway), conpleti®n of their base camp, and su.port to 5/27th Artillery
unit in construction of a base camp area for two 155 im howitzers and thelr
gun crevs. . '

(2) The company finished. the construction of their bise comp ares
with the following projects built in this reporting period: 2-tool roon/
prefab building (20'x301); 1 maintenance shed (25!'x56'); 1 latrine (8!'x16');
3=55 gal drun urinals; overhead electric power distribution; 4 nere extension
to noflor pool area; company drainage system; repair of fighting/protective
bunkers; and 20 fighting erplacenents, The conpany wts given an additional
nission of constructing billet revetments around each billet, which was 50%
corplete at the close of the report peridd, .

(3) A oontimual maintenance effort kept QI~11 open to traffic.
The maintennnce oonsisted of f£illing pot holos froi: coordinates BP 480085

- %o BP 453084, clearing out culverts and ditches to improve drsinage in the

pass. (iountain rage between Don Duong and Song. Pha), grading the existing
road directly after each rain, refcuing :any disebled U.S,, ARWN, and civile

- lan vehicles in the area, and rcpairing damge caused by eneny activity,

(4) Upgrading Ql~11: The upgrading of QL~11 has been a corbined
offort of both the earth noving platoon and the two construction platoons.
The roie plow clenrad approximately 500 acres of woodland along both sides of
the road 100 neters ‘fron the road centerline,

. (5) A totnd of 86,000 CYS of £ill wes placed and compacted as part
of the upgrading work. Tho econstruction plateon ecoripleted construction of
12.oulverts totaling 330 neters, All oulverts were beckfilled, tamped,
headwalled, and rip rapped on the upstrean and downstrean sides. Also
completed wns the extension of bridge 38,1 (BP 45860927), a reinforced con-
creto box oculvert which elirdnated one of the nost damgerous curves on QL-11,
Culvert bridge #18 (3 barrel 60" oculvert) wes 507 ocomplete and #19 was 5 %
oonplete at the close of the reporting period, Both econstruction platoons
were engngod in a continual prefabbing task of hecdwalls for culverts that
vill be started in the future, =~~~ e -
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EGACBF=CO S 31 Jarmuary 1969 o
SUBJECT: Operational Report of 589th Engineer Battalion (Construction) ,
For Period Ending 31 January 1969, RCS CSFOR~65(R1)

(6) The 2nd. Platoon, Co "C", 589th Engr Bn (Const) assisted in the
construction of a fire support base for 5/27 Artillery, The Beneficial
Occupancy Date was sot ot 6 Fobruary 1969, Augnentod by one D=7 dozer and _
‘a rome plow from the earth soving platoon, a 6 foot high bern was dozed R
around the entire area and 100 meters outside the berm was cleared, The )
platoon eonstructed two firing pads for 155 rm howitzers, two guard towers,’
and are presently constructing the Cormwnnd Bunker (20'x40'), Armo Bunker
(10'x20!), latrine, shower, and one ness hall (Sea Hut 20'x60'). Techni~
cal sssistance was also given to the 5/27th on the placement of their field
fortifications.. : '

g~ Company D

(1) The bulk of the work was centered on road naintenance of QL-11
from Dalat to a point 7% riiles enst of Don Duong and all of QI-21A fron
Don Duong to QI~20, The bulk of the work was reconditioning the road
surface and drainage inprovement, A problin developed on QL~11 when it was
~found that the £i1] used becane slick and uncontrolable when wot, and the
' material had to be rerioved, The ditches on QL-11 proved to be easy work for
» graders, and the uso of loeo} nationals to-elean culverts solved most draine
' age problems. QI-21A required only a slight anount of ditching and pothole
. filling. Stalle £ill rmaterial was roadily available along this route. This
, route wan also being worked on by the Ministry of Public Works which is
; repairing the road surface in varlous spots.

(2} Co D also repaired a blown French Eiffel bridge ot BE 299028

Ton QL-21A. - The work consisted of replacing two blown gpans and redecking

‘ the bridge.. Il was found that there are many variations of parts for the

" Eiffel type bridre and close attention to deteil is required for its erection,
The superstructure.was reassexbled on tho site and launched with tho aid :
of a D-7 dozer and a 20 ton crane, The bridge was then redecked and opened
to traffice The Eiffel parts were obtained from the MPW storage area in
Dalat, Three other bridpes along OL-21A were damaged by eneny action and

- temporary by passes wereconstructed to keep traffic flowing. - The bulk of
the support mission_was perforred at Priline lit, Signzl Site, Two perimeter
roads were build, a total length the 2 nilos, Culverts and ditches were added
to prevent road erosion.. A helipad at Pr'line Mountian was repaired by giving
it a single surface treatment’, of EC=0, The pad had shown gigns of deteriore
ation fromccontinual use and poor drainage, Sealing the surface iroved the
drainage and alleviated scnewhat, the dust problen encountered at that location, .
Co D also begar the first' phases of an jnproved water systen for Pr'line. 4 -
10,500 gallon steel bolted tank was erected and connected to the existing

' systems for additicnal storagel,, A pump test was also run to chosk the ro=

. liability of the water source; A third project at Priline was the eonstruction~
of a 25'x1007 retaining vall, Tho wall was of virber penstruction apd in-

yodved #he yae of p deacinn anshoping aysten. =
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EGACBF=CO ' 31 Jonuary 1969
SUBJECT: Operational Report of 589th Engineer Battalion (Construction) -
For Period Ending 31 January 1969, RCS CSFOR-65(R1)

: (4) Two projects are now under censtruction in Dalat at Can Iy
Adirfield, Ono involves ropeiring an aron at tho ond of the runway which was
sloughing away. An arca, L shaped, 200 foet long, and 15 foot doop was '
excavated and refillod with now matorial and conpactod, Tho other job in-
volvod building 4 POL tanks (3-500bbl, 1—3000bb18k, o distribution linec and
access roads in tho POL aroa., Site grading is the only work accon)lished so
far on tue seoond job. ' : . .

- (5) Ilate 4n the poriocd, tho upgrade dircctive for QL-11 south was

: obtained, Work done during tho poried involved threo s-all roalignnonts for

| o total of 0.7 ke Two culverts were started in areas where it is possible

to straighton tho nountiin road by a short realignnent,

h, 51st Engineer Platoon (Asphalt): Since the asphalt plant was not

in oper-tion during the roporting period, the equipnent and manpower “of tho
51st Erginoer Platoon (Aapg’ovas used to supplement tho resources of Conpany
hy to which tho 518t is attached, In eddition, three mon have boen on TDY
to the 73rd Engineor Conpany (CS), during this reporting period.

‘ 1., 513th Engineer Conpany (Dump Truck): Tho 513th Engineer Company

wag attached to the 589th Engr Bn but under the operational control of other
Engr Bns,

j. Engineer Equipnent Maintenance Officer: The overall avorage doadline

rate for battalion oquipmont was brought down fron 8% to 6% during the course
of the ruporting period. The initial rise in deadlino at the beginning of

the period was due to the twrn-in of ofdnanco ASL (Authorizod Stockage List)
parts. The rosulting higher deadline rate (8%), was brought down whon the
battalion was piven its own ordnanco third ecoholon capability and autheriza-
tion for ordnance ASL under TOLE 5-115G. By having both ordmance and ongineer
third echolon eapability, imch waluable tire was saved by not having to go
through tho DSU (Diroet Support Unit),

ks Pergonnol and Adninigtrations

(1) During the reporting periuvd, tho cssignod strength of tho
battalion wont fren approxinately 95% in Octcber to approxdnately 83% in
Decenber, However; with tho assigmment of porscnncl to the bnttalién in
M0S's 11B10 and 12410, plus assignuont of ersonnol with authorized MOS's,
‘the assigned strongth wes returncd to 94% by the end of the roporting period,
Personnol assignod with the MOS 11B10 were, insofar as possible assigned
duties which parallolod their civilian occupation, Soveral had ocollego de=
groos in subjocts ranging fron nedienl lab tochnicisns to animal husbandry, _ .
The nost critieal shortage of the required Military Ocoupational Specialties
exists in the series: 51H40, 62N40, 64820, 76Y40 and 94B40, Othor M0S's,
although short at the present tine, will be mostly filled after coanletion
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EGACBP-B0 : | 51 Jumary 1969 ©
SUBJECT: -Operational Report of 589th Engineer Battalion éﬁ:na_‘pruoﬂon} .
‘For Period Ending 31 January 1969, ROS CSFGR-65(R1) ‘

of the curront OJT period for personnel assigned out of their FHOS.

" (2) During the cited period, 44 personnel were recormended fof
avards by this hecdquarters; 2 for Valor, 2 for Achievenent, 2 for the Purplé
Heart and 36 for Service. ' . B , . o

(3) Tvo men were court-rarshalled end donvicted during the reporte .
ing period and 28 nen recoivsd fisld grade Article 15's,

(1) Eneny nctivity ddrected against friemdly forces {n ‘goneral,
and the battalion id particular, was concentrated prinarily along that :
portion of QL=11 between Phan Rang and Don Duong, with some incidents along
QL-1 and QI=21A, This appesrs to arise fron the obvious fact that there are
fiore targets for the enery due to the battalion's activities along Ql~11,
‘plus the faet that Q=11 is straddled by two enerty secret bases: one is
located approxinately 15 miles north of Phan Rang and the other 15 niles
west,

(?) ™e weinen nf eienp arkdedbe Medhe bhe tnpm‘an pietrd el
Folgud £ 0 sdphblipe wd suspaubobs aubdVitius bu i bag wipt Saabob g bboob@
directed agninst friendly installations,

.. (a) On 13 Noverber the railrond bridee near highway bridge 50
on QL-~1} 15 niles south of Fhan Rnag, wns dostroyed by enamy demolitions, -

(b) During the nicht of 25 Noverber, bridge 6 on QL-21A, which
hnd been rroviously dostroyed and repaired, was czain detiolished by the
eneryys D/58%th installed a oulvert bypass at that losation the next day,

(6) A 4 ton truck bolonging to B/569th, whilo traveling north
on QL-1 on 26 Novenber, wrs anbushed and dostroyed by a cctvand detonated
Clayroro nino near the Salt Flats area, with the loss of one Officer and
nne EM and one EM woundod, After ovading the emony at the scenc. of the inole
dent, the wounded n\n wns agnin fired upoen, but was finally picked up by
friendly Vietnamoso eivilians and taken to an ARVN compound. He was evacue
ated to Phan Thict, where he was treated and lator returned to his unit.
A recovery party, led by the battalion cormander, reached the scens on
.27 Novemberywithout incident and returred to Phan Rang that sane day,

. () At 1400 hours on 29 Noverbor, & convoy consisting of two
D/569th wohicles and a FF (Popular Forocos) 2% ton truck with security troops
vere ingaged in an oxchange of smell arms fire at bridre 6 on highway GI-214
vith no darnges or casualties inowrrod, 2/0/231 (ARVN) artillery fired ten
rounds in support of the convoy, however eneny casualties are unknown..

T
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EGACBF-CO 31 Jamiary 1969

SUBJECT: Oper: tienal Report of 589th Engineer Battalion (Construction)
For Period:Ending 31 Jonuary 1969, RGCS CSFOR-65(R1) .

TR (e) ~Regionn1 Force (RF) units, beyween 1700 and 1800 hours,
on 3 Decenber, discovered a 2% ton vehicle, belonging to C/589th, burning
near bridge 9 on highway QLs11, The truck was carrying propane tanks for the
C Conmpeny mness hall and was returning to that location fron FPhan Rang, when
anbushed by ‘tho enenyy’ Stiall arms fire caused the propane toks to explode,
destroying. the'vehicles One EM was killed and one was wounded. The vehiele ~
w2s recoved the following dny without incident, '

(f) A charge plabed in a smﬁ culvert ut BP 476105 during the
night of 4 Decerber destroyed the culvert and blocked QL~11 until C/589th
repaired the culvert and opened the road theo following day.

(z) While working on QL-11 between bridges 16 and 17, elenents
of C/589th, at 1515 hours on 13 Decenber, weceived 5-10 rounds of suall arns
fire, RF security foreces present at the %ine returnod fire, with unkno\m .
results to the eneny, ,

“(h) On 16 Decenber, a work party fron D/589th, while returnihg
to base ‘camd frori their. job 'site on QI-214 at 1600 ours, obschcd abnorml’”
activity’ on the part of Vietnamese civilians near the’hanlet of Iac Binh,
The people appeared .to be unusually sullen and withdrawn, .and thore wzs
evidence of barricading around some homes. MACV, Don Duong, were notified
and in turn dispatched a FF patrol which made contnct with an estimated

“congany size Viet Cong unit at 1610 hours. A later report disseminated by -

MACV indicated that Viet Cong elenents had entered the village and assasinated
a Vietnonese security offficial., A renctionary foree entered the villare at
1915 hours and contacted a Viet Cong platoon, 2/C/231 (ARVN) Artillery lo=-

""cated at Don Duong, expended 20 HE rounds in support, with unlmown rosults,

(1) The 2oad vehicle of a f:lve vehielo convoy from €/589th,
vhile travelling about 6 niles east of Song Pha on QI=11 on 18 Deceriber,
ves struck at 0815 hours hy a ‘command ‘detonatéd nines A sweep of the area
revealod that the.mine had been detonated from a location approximately '

" 75 feet fron the northenist eide of the rond, and additionally, a Claymore

nina wvns discovered in the shoulder of the road 20 neters southeast of the
above location, The vehicle involved s only sliphtly demaced and driver
auffered fdnor scratches. ,

(3) A2 ton vehicle bolonging toa Mucv unit at Do.lat wns
struck by a B-40 rocket near bridge 9 on highway QL=14 resulting in the

.deatruot:lon of the truck and three US deatha.

() QI=14118 (bypass) culvert vas blown during the night of
21 Decenber. The roadwny was not daraged and remained passable to traffie.:

(1) - On'23 Deceiber elements'cf B/589th found three VC hand

-grendes and one B-40 rocket 100 meters west of bridge: Ql=11=9, - This inoi-
: dont wos roported to EWD personnel, vho diapoaed of the itens, g
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EGACBF-CO . 31 Jamuary 1969 | o
: i SUBJECT: Operational Report of 589th Engineer Battalion (Construction) - T ¢
T ' “For Period Endlng 31 January 1969, RCS CSFCR-65(R1)

’ 1 () While proceeding to the job site on 23 Dacerber elements L
; : of C/589th received snnll arms fire nesr bridge QL-11=19, Fire was returned :
' - and no danages were inflicted by the enemy.

(n) A Viet Cong swpper toam blew a combimtion railrond-highe
way bridgeson highway 408, one kn south of Thap Chan during tne early hours
of 28 Deceriber, One pier was extensively damaged and 2 15'x80' portion of
decking and rail was destroyed. The bridge is preseatly passable only for
notoreycle~type vehicles, :

(0) Guard elenents of D/589th obgerved two figures running
away after a trip flare was detonated on the company perineter the night of
29 Decenber. 4 sweep of the area the following morning produced negntive
results, . ‘

. {(p) On 30 Deceriber an elenent of B/589th received five rounds
of small arms fire one kn west of bridge Ql=11-5, No danage was inflicted,

(q) While wo.king on an area approxinately 500 neters west of
bridie QI~11=17 on 4 January, a C/589th D=7E tractor uncovered an antiper-
sonnel rines The nine was detonated by rifle fire, with no injuries result-

L 1 ing to US personnel, and frngments were turned into MACV for 1dent1fication.

: (r) Again, on 7 Jamuary, elenents of /589th found a nine while
working west of bridge QL-11=19, EOD personnel from Phan Rang AFB were not:l.-
fied and the nine proved to be a US anti-personnel nine,

(s) On 7 January, RF sccurity forees assigned to a C/569th work'
party locat~d one nile west of bridro Ql=11=16 receivcd snnll arms and autonne
tic we- pons fire. They returned fire, and no 1n;]uries vere suffercd'.

(t) At 0115 hours on 13 Jamwary C Ceupany at Song Pha underwent
the first rortar attack ddrected against clerents of the battalion. The base
conp at that loention was hit with seven nortar rounds, resulting in two .
US WIi (Wounded In Action) and one KIA (Killed In Action). Ono stornge build-
’ ing was darviged, in addition to five vehicles which suffered mirer damages | .

{u) PF (Popula'r‘ forccs) unit received two B-~40 rockets while in. -
i their night Cefensive position one rile south of Doh Duong on 15 Jammary,
with no casualties,

' " (v) Guard elbuents of D/589th ngain sightod tWo persons near
the conpany perineter when flares were set off during the nigcht of 15 January.
They received five: rcunis of small arms fire with no capualties, Fire wns
returned and ARVN artillery at thnt location rired il])unination rounds.

(v) Culvert bm88-0b11~22 vas destroyed ﬁy Viet. Oong ¢lenents
on.16 January. C/589th repaired the culvert and. reopered ’ the road on 17
Januery, - — - e e O

’Fﬂ'ﬁ‘ﬁfﬁﬁﬁ‘ﬁﬁml‘m’"
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_ abide by established vehicle novement procedures. While the level of enemy

EGACBF=CO 31 Jamary 1569
SUBJECT: Operational Report of $80th Engineer Battalion (COnstructioé)
For Period Ending 31 Jamuary 1969, RCS CSFCR-65(R1)
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(x) A charge placed in an 18" culvert at BP 469099 during the
night of 25 January damuged 30 of the culvert which was repaired the follow-
ing day.

' (y) Fhan Rang Air Bage came under mortar attack at approxinatlely
0210 hours 26 January 1969, During this period one 60 rm nortar round land-
ed in the A/589th motor pool causing slight damage to equipment.

fo

(3). In smmo.ry,”there was a perceptible incrense in enemy activity
during the reporting period, as compared to the previous period, Ambushes ?
along 1.0C's which resulted in significant losses resulted fron failures to

Vs doms

activity within the battalion aroa of responsibility rensins relatively
low and no concentrated buildup of his forces is presently indicated, he

.8%111 retains the ability to conduct standoff attacks, ambushes and denolition :

incidents almost at will, The destruction of the bridge at Thap Cham resulted
in a curteilnent of battalion support to a civic action project in that area,
but no other action was so significant as to curtail engineering operation,

m.m&.a

(1) The main activities ot‘ the -4 section during the past three
nonths has involved implerentation of the new series (M)TOSE and tronsporta-
tion of materials and equipment in addition to routino support of the
Battalion Lobistically.

(2) The new series (M)TOZE were roceived on 20 Novenber 1968 as
well as MIO&E for the 51st Asphnlt Platoon ond the 513th Engincer Corpany
(Durp Truck), Compariscn of TORE's rcvcaled numerous changes affecting all
units and inmediately procedurcs were initiated to roquisition added itens,
cancel requisitions for itcns no longer authorized, reconcile outstaiing
requisitions and roviow these delcted itoms for which thoro exists a
continuing requirenment due to local conditions.

(3) The new serics MIOZE fails to provide sufficiont quontities

~of the following:

(a) 160 Maching GupeAuthorizod - 0. “Reduirrdl - 28, Six
six for e~ch lino corpany, six for:the equipment maintenance corpany,

and four for the Headquartors and Headquarters Corpany, The M60 machino
gun is vitel to the effcetive defense of isolated bese camps and dispors.d
work parties operationg in a eombat cnvironmont, More oftcn that not,

-the engincers must depend solely upon thoir organie manpower ad equip=

nent to protoct thomsolves in hostile arcts. Responsc to guerilla tacties

must bo swift and irpressive if it is to be offective in proservation of

1lifo ond accomplishront of the mission, Vehioles which rust travel in

onemy torritory due to r.isaion, loglatical and udminiatro.t;xe requireronts '

o 2
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EGACEF-CO 31 January 1969

. SUBJECT: . Operational Report of 589th Enginecr Battelion (Construction)

For Period Ending 31 January 1969, RCS CSFOR-65(R1)

rmust be able to Iy down a rate of instantanccus fire power cormensuate
vith that which can be expected from the cnery. It would be unwise to
vonture out with a lesscr capahility,

(b) Rodio Set: AN/VRC-12 Sorios = Authorized - 25, Meguired =
30, One cxtra in cach line company hoadquartors, one to the Bn S-4 and
1 ench Bn X0, : .

AN/GRC - 125 -~ Authorized = O,  Reduired ' - 12,

Ench corpany normally has to nonitor threc sthtions simwltoncously, i.c.,
battalion hendquarters, corpany nct, and the local MACV net. The AN/VRG=47
takos care of two of these rcquirenents and an ~dditicnal AN/VRC=46 would
take cnre of the third, The MACV net provides the letest infermation of
local cnery activity and "DUST-OFF" and heliccpter gunship suppert,

There oxists the cveryday nced for the battalion S-4 nand subordinate units
to corrmnicato duc to high supply usage rato and wide unit dispersal,
Tight coordination recquires frequent, detailed discourscs, which often
loge their nenning and intent when relays, This causes delays until
nessages aic strainghtened out and the required action coxecuted, Thece
situations could be preluded if the S5«4 were able to communicate directly
with the w.its,

- The battalion XQ acts in the CO's abscnce, He should have o like cormmume

ication copability (AN/VRC=46 only),

A tetal of 12 (4 ca/line coupany) AN/GRC=125 a.c necded for tighter ccntrol
within the line ccrpanics, There is n nced for platocn serguonts to
coumunicate with their plateon lenders beenuse of dispersien duc to

squad sizoed jobs, The construction nfficer should alse have a radie

since hs controls ell ccenstruetion within the ecimany, vhich is often

boing nocerplished in differcnt arcas simultanceously,

(¢) Generator, 100ky ~ Authorized = 2, Required ™ - 9 ( 2ea
quarry, 3 ez Bn bnse camp of 3 units, 2 ez to tho twe isolnted lino
corpanics), .

A corpoany sizo bago comp located in an isrlated loestion rust provide

its cun pover. Internal lishting, mointencnee machino arens, mess hell,

weter supply and perimeter lishting require approxirately 70 iw, This
roquirenen. is very dependably satisfied with one 1C0 kw generator (cne
additicnal back=up genorator will be placed on stand=by). Colocnted corpanics
can be fod from a central bank of genorators which will result in more
officient operations and ruduce the coverall generator requirencnt, Power

for tho r-2k quarry is providod by one 100 kw gencrator, which also

v
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EGACBF~CO 31 Jnnuary 1969
SUBJECT: Operztional Roport of 589th Enrincer Battalion (Censtruction)
For Poriod Ending 31 Jonuary 1969, RCS CSFOR-65(R1)

(4) Rotaticn of trained supply tochnicians pescd scricus problems,
Renlzcenent irputs had little or no knowledge of *he cormiodities procud-
ures cr cdninistrative respensibilities, Presently two supnly serpeonds
are assignod within the battalicn, Unit supply personncl cre on-the-job
trainecs recelving little wupervision except for cecnsicnal visits from
the Battalion, One trained supply sergeant wes lost o6 a result of cnemy
action and cno medieally eveeuated duo to a vehiele sccident, Clerioal
personnel are lirdted and hove nc experience in the tochnical field,

They rcquire 60-90 days occclerated <n~the-job training for indoctrination
of operations, ‘zccounting and issue procodures and processing material for
technical inspections and turn~ins. The lack of trained wupsly handlors,
who are familiar with loading, unloading and storage and vhe possess.
knowledge of proper equipment tc be used in thc operation are non-existant,
Constant wupcrvision and trodning werc needed teo insure protecticn of
supplies and cquipfient fre:. damege due te irproper handling and shipment,

(5) A continuing problem has been the recoipt of supplies and
mnterdal within established timc franes, The time franmes are sot based
upon nerinl order-cnd-ship times and mission requirements. Oftentines
target dates could not be met due to ncnavailability or vital enginecr
equipmont and supplies vhich havo been properly requisitioned. VWhen status
cards were rcceived from the inventory control center(IGC) relcasing the -
item, follow-up to the depct would result in "Iton Connot be Loeated,
Resubnit Your Requircmonts", ICC would sometimes cancel an item and the
follow-up identifier would indicato that a letter of cxplanntion was -
fortheoming, Whon no letter arrived wihtin ton deys, tho item would be
ro-requisiti-ned and would not subsequently be cancolled, This occurrcd
frequontly, It trok epproximately 30 days to cbtnin an iten of cquiprent
whieh was r losacd by ?CC st phanfenlly Tooded An vhe epbly Joplts

(6) Highway transportetion support hes improeved, hovever, rail -
support has not been available as forocasted (probably duc to cnemy demoge
hotrarke ~nd seileoed Urddpes), Wover shilymont pumclng Lnsoralatent fux

- to higher priority missions and limited vessels, Thus, the battalion

has becn required to divert organic equiprent to a-transportation mission
which hna prentad additionnl mintinsnne problems and nosed additional

problems in moving cngineer equipnent to and from the jub sito,

(7) The cbject of this discourse has beon to present a "Grosse

- Roots" view cr the logistical picture; to present facts and eitc instances

wiiteh ndpht providy eluce te epotilng Tlwe 1n tho euton, % TCE e be
written to satisfy all requirenonts generated by changing conditirns.

The nomadlc nature of tho enginecrs, specific mission, location, enemy
situntion and weather all affect the accomplishment of the mission., The
degre2 to which mirsion accomplishnent is affected is dependent upon whether
the right tool or right item of Equiprent 1s on hand for the right job,
Enginecer Construction Battalions are being tasked to provide work of a
scphistication and nature not envisaged by the T0E, and the system is not
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EGLCBF-CO 31 January 1969
SUBJECT: Operationnl Ruport of 589th Engincer Battalien (Ccnstruction)
For Period Euding 31 Jenuary 1969, RCS COFOR~65(R1)

reaponsive enough to satisfy a valid demand for non~TCE item in the time
frame required. A field cormander should be allcwed to comparc his TOE
against his mission, order that non~IOE equipment vital teo oxpeditious

job accorplishrent and expect.the equipnent to errive within a reasonable.
time frome thereafter, This wculd entail building a theater float of
certain solected items of tools and equipnent end inereased quantities of
"expectcd expanded use" item, i,e., radios, weapons, ete. More mrintenance
people ond greater repeir parts would also be rejuired. The equiprient
would te returned to float as soon es the job wns completed cr when the
conditicns vhich justified their acguisition cease to cxist.

ne Operations and Training:

L noticeable incre~se of cnery cctivity within the Battalion area of
respensibility wrs experienced during the rcport period. This cnused an
incronse 'in our security force with a corresponding decrease in nanhour
capability, Capability was further deerecsed by having te leave the job
site earlicr for sceurity rcascns and getting to the site later due to
rod clearing opurstions. Bunkers were reinforced, additicnal sundbags
placed, revetments strengcthened and perimeter lighting was increased,
Effort wos expended mainly on road maintenince and roed upgrade. One
steel stringer, rcinforced concrete abutment bridge was completed during
the period nnd onerntionnl support jobs required oqual amounts of horizental
and vortieal work, ' ‘ '

Replacenent training was administered to 301 perscnnel during the peried,

0. Brttalion Aid Station:

(1) The bott:licn ~id station is coloeated at Phan Rang Air
Force Baso with HHC, Co 4 and Co B, In Jonuiry, the mecical section nssumed
responsibility for the cpernticn of a dispensnry, smell lnboratery, and
a twilve patient holding faeility which had previcusly teen opercted in
conjuncticn with the 2/568 Medical Company (Clearing) vhich moved to
Can Ranh Bay. The medienl section has nnintninet full TC&E perscnnel strength,
howeveor, four of the corpany cidman slots have been filled by OJT pecple.
With the prescnt facilities =nd equipment, the medicel socticn previded -
the battalicn with a much girher level cof primary medical support than
would havo becn poilible with the authorized TO&E, Othor units in the
eroe also utilized the laboratory znd phermacy, :

(2) Outpaticnt visits totoled 1375 for the report period. The
bulk of disuases seen anong U.Se. troops were cormon respirctory diseczses,
vencrozl ¢isense(nainly gonorrhea), dermatologicnl disenses, and minor
injries, The soction provides senitation inspecticns cf mess hnlls,
lztrines, shewors, snack bars, water points, ~nd living quarters on a
bironthly 'wsis. Imrunizaticns for battaiion personnel wero updated on
a nonthly basis,

15
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3!1 January 1969

SUBJECT: Operaticnal Report of 569th Engineer Battalicn (Construction)
For Period Ending 31 January 1969, RCS CSFOR-65(R1)

. {(3) The aid statiocn treated nn cverspe of five Vietnamese naticrnls
per day, These pecple were locally employed by the battalion or adjnecent
units, Except for the nonth of January, an everage of fifty Vietnanese
were troated per weck through MEDCiP programs in conjunction with MACV,
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EGACBF-CO 31 Jamuary 1969
SUBJECT: Operational Report of 58Gth Engineer Battalion (Construction)
For Period Ending 31 January 1669, RCS CSFOR-65(R1)

2. Section 2 Lessons learned: Commander's Observetions, Evaluations and

Recommend- tions.

a, Personnel

(1) Shortage of Construction Supervisors.

(a) Observation: There exists an acute shortage of qualified
construction supervisors (MOS 51H40) in the battalion,

o (b) Ewaluation: The battalion is authorized 32 construction
suporvisors, Twelvo are currently assigned, This shortage necessitated the
use of specinlists and other personnel lacking the training and the expei-
icnce required to perform effective supervision, This required an increased
effort on the part of the available supervisors to monitor more than one
project. In addition, the trend of the hattalion projects is toward small
projects at isolntod locetions, hence, more qualifiod supervisors rre re-
quired to moniter these projccts on & daily basis to consistently produce
quality worl,

(¢) Recommendation: Commnnd emphhsis should bo placed on
the acquisition of trained construction supervisory personnel or presont
regources should be redistributed to oase locnlized short.ges and preclude
rotational huups,

b. Oporations
(1) Compaction Equipment

(2) Observation; ILconomical nnd efficient fill compaction
ws grextly hompered by nonavaileblility of prime movere,

(b) Evalvation: Towed compaction cquipment iz adoqunte
when prime movers are av~ilablo, however, heavy transportation demands on
this baitnlion Mave requirod full utilization of bobtail equipment, This
leaves little flexibility for immedinto roplacoment of desdlined prime
movors for compaction cquipment,

() Rocormendation: That moro solf propelled compaction
e'quipment be provided to construction ungincor battnlions,

ce Training
(1) Lok of Provor Dmphasis on First and Sosond Echelon Repair

LA o
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EGACBF-CO 31 Jamery 1969
SUBJECT: Operational: Report of 5¢9th unglneer Battalion (Construction)
For Period Ending 31 Janmry 1669, RCS CSFOR-65(R1)

(a) Observation: }illions of dollars are spent by the govofn-
ment to provide the Army with the best equipment in the world but not enough
time is apent in the classroon on propor maintenanco of the Diesol fuel sys-
tens, : ,

(b) Evalwation: lfany oper~ters and mochanics do not know how
to trouble shoot diescl aystoms, what the proper cleaning agents to bo used
are, and how to service air intake, electrical, and lubricstion systers.
Many new engines are boing deadlined after four to six wceks of oper-tion
booause of inndequate training.

"(¢) Recomméndation: That.propor steps b takon to insuro that:

oporators rmd mechanies are taught trouble shooting techniques and the dn's

and don'ts of caring for diesel systoms.
a. Intolligence._ None
8. Logisties

(1) Bumpor Height on tho M123A1c 10 ton tractor.

e -2 4

(a) Obsorvation:. The: bumper height on this tractor is such
tant it 4y conducive to tho bending of tow birs and tends to cruse and Te-
coive greator d-mage when involved in eollisions,

(b) Ewcluation: In comparison with the 5 ton trector, the 10
ton is 10" highor in all respects, Since both bumpers oro only 10" wide,
in a hend-on impact the bumpers would not mnko contact with oach other. Tho
5 ton bunper would first mnlko contuct with that area above tho 5 ton bumper.
This onuses damages which should bd proventable through the use of an adequate
bunper. In one instance $7000 damuge was done to a 10 ton which night have:
been as low as a few hundred dollars, had the 10 ton bumper been the first .
area to make contact, Again, in-comparison to the 5§ ton tractor, the towing

_eye is located 10" highor on the 10 ten than the 5 ton, This does not allow .

for the tow bars of a wrecker to tow a 10 ton freely on any terrain other
than flnt terrain, The bars make contact with the bumper and are bent or
they datmge the eyes. Sovoral scts of tow bars have been permanently damaged

due to towing a 10 ton tractor over unpaved roads.

(¢) Recarmendation; In the first ecase, tho bumpor of the 10

ton tractor should bo nnde to coincide with that of othor Army notor vehloles.
- This oon bo done by applying an MVO to the existing tumper, The MIO would con-

sist of a scoond burper positioned ben.ath the prosent ous and attached to

, the original bumper. Also needed is oross bracing to the frame to sscurs the

oooond buper in pla.co and allow this b\mper to absorb the inpact and tranemit

FOR-BFFIEHE-HSF-0MLY
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EGACBF=CO 31 January 1969
SUBJECT: Operational Report of 589th Engineer Battalion (Construsction)
For Period Ending 31 January 1969, RCS CSFOR-65(R1)

1% through tho fremo of tho truck, . In the second case the towing eye should
be relocated in a position which is compatoble with the towing bars of the
wrocker, This condition could bo net by placing the towing eyes on the under=
sido of tho existing bumpor, This would mnke tho location of the towing eye
42" from the ground level vhich is the some as that of the 5 ton tractor,

(2) Structural Failure 0 Yo actor M12341C

(a) GObservation - The 10 ton tractor, under load, has frequente
1y veered off tho road due to a structural failure in tho steering system,

(b) Ewaluation = The tractor has been repeatedly decdlined for
cross menbers which cracked noar the truck frano both at the front end and
benonth the fifth wheel, eracked trunion support brackets and cracked steorw
ing arns. Three of the trucks deadlined for steering problems have been
satisfactorily repairod by support mnintenance personnel. Trucks deadlined
for crackod framos and drccked cross members have boen ropaired according to
instructicns provided by Army technical assistanee representatives, Those are
now under observation with regard to durability,

. (e) Rocommondation = That a specicl study be mede of the 10
ton tractor at the dopot maintenance level to determins the cause(s) of the

.abovo dofects and is ue MiO's to correct deficiencies,

£. Organizationt None
ge Other: Nome

1 Incl | A. i RSN
. 1+ Organizational Structure- ITC, CE
' . Cormanding
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EGA-CO (31 Jan 69) lst Ind .

SUBJECT: Operatienal Report of 589th Engineer Battalion (Constructiam),
For reriod Ending 31 Jamary 1969, RCS CSFOR-65 (R1)

DA, Headquarters, 35th Engineer Group (Const), APO 96312, 21 February 1969
TO: Commanding General, 18th Engincer Brigade, APO 96377

1. This headquarters has reviewed the Operational Report-Lessons Learned for
the 589th ingineer Battalion (Const) for the quarterly period ending 31 Jan-
vary 1969. The report is an excellent sumwary of the battalion's activities
for the reporiing period.

2. This headquarters concurs with the remarks of the battalion Commander.
© [}
IAM L. BAR:

Colonel, CB
Conmanding

e -

By et
F o i
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AVEC-BC (31 Jan 69) 2nd Ind
SUBJECT: Operational Report of the 589th Engineer Battalion (Const)
for the Period wunding 31 January 1969, RCS CSFOR - 65 (R1)

DA, Headquarters, 18th Enpineer Brigade, APO 96377 1 { MAR lyv.

TO: Commanding General, U.S. Army Vietnam, ATTN: AVHGC-DST, APO 96375
1. This héadquarters has reviewed the Operational Report -~ lessons Learned
for the 580th Engineer Battalion (Const) as indorsed by the 35th Engineer
Group (Const). The report is considered to be an excellert account of the
Battalion's activities for the reporting period.

2, This headquarters concurs with the observations and recommendations
of the Battalion and Group Comanders, with the following comment added:

Reference: Section 2 paragraph b(1l). A number of self-propelled
rollers are arriving this spring as part of the MCA equipment buy.

4 .
JOHN H. ELDER, Jﬁ,

Colonel, CE
Commanding
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AVHGC-DST (31 Jan 69) 3d Ind
SUBJECT: OCperational Report of 589th Engineer Battalion (Construction),
For Period Ending 31 January 1969, RCS CSFOR-65 (R1)

HEADQUARTFRS , UNITED STATES ARMY, VIETNAM, APO San Francisco 96375 1 APR19G3

T0: Commander in Chief, United States Army, Pacific, ATIN: GPOP-DT,
APO 96558

1. This headquarters has reviewed the Operational Report-Lessons Learned
for the quarterly period ending 31 January 1969 from Headquarters, 589th
Engineer Battalion (Construction).

2. Comments follow:

a. Heference item concerning shortage of construction supervisors,
page 17, paragraph 2a(l); concur. MOS 51HLO is a critical MOS shortage in
USARV. The 18th Engineer Brigade currently has an assigned strength of
37.8 percent compared to 30.4 percent in the 20th Engineer Brigade, the
only other USARV unit having a large authorization in this MOS.

b. Reference item concerning bumper height on the 1'123A1C 10 ton trac-
tor, page 18, paragraph 2e(l); concur in part. Relocating the towing eyes
on the underside of the 10 ton tractor bumper has merit, and the unit should
submit Equipuent Improvement Recommendations (EIR's). The installation of a
second bumper on 10 ton tractors to reduce damage resulting from head-on
collisions is not feasible. Bumper heights of military vehicles are deter-
mined by ground clearance and angle of approach specifications.

c. Reference item concerning structural failure of 10 ton tractor,
M123A1C, page 19, paragraph 26(2%; concuvr, & special study of all 10 ton
tractor, 1.223A1C failures is currently being conducted in RVN. A specisl
10 ton tractor team has been in-country since September 1968 conducting
field evaluations of all problems encountered. Units will continue to sub-
mit Fquipment Improvement Recommendations (EIR's) for each failure observed.

FOR THE COMMANDER:

W. C. ARNTZ
CPT, AGC
Cy furn: Asaistant Adjutant Geperal
589th Frgr 'n
18th Engr Bde
RZ




GPOP-DT (31 Jan 69) &4th Ind '
SUBJECT: Operational Report of HQ, 589th Engr Bn (Conat) for Period
Ending 31 January 1969, RCS CSFOR-65 (R1)

HQ, US Army, Pacific, APO San Prancisco 96558 1 6 APR 1969

T0; Assistant Chief of Staff for Force Development, Department of the

Army, Washington, D, C., 20310

This hgadquartera'has evaluated subject reﬁort and forwarding indorse-
ments and concurs in the report as indorsed.

Qb fartt—

C.l. SHORT
CPT, AGC
Asst AG

POR THE COMMANDER IN CHIEF:
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i EGkOERO 31 Januory 1969 @
P SUBJECT: Operational Report of 580th Enpineer Battalion (Construction) ;“%
£ For Period Ending 31 January 1969, RCS CSFOR-65(R1) %
‘ %
‘ i
§ 2 -
; QRGAK-IZATION &
L 1. The following organic and attached unite corprised the 589th Engi- i
! neor Battalion (Construction) under TOE 5.115G during the report periode
a, Headquarters and Heedquarters Company :
b, Company &
¢, Company B
d, Company C
e, Compeony D
. £, 513th Enginoer Corpany (Durp Truck) (TOE 5=124G)
g. S51st Englnoer Platoon{hsphalt) (TOE 5.114D)

%

il
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